THE STORY WALL
OF THE KUNTA KINTE-ALEX HALEY MEMORIAL

The Story Wall, located outdoors along the Historic
Annapolis, Maryland, sea wall, anchors the Kunta
Kinte-Alex Haley Memorial in history, within the
context of slavery, the Roots saga, and author Alex
Haley’s vision for racial reconciliation and healing.

It is the most thought-provoking and dramatic

element of the Memarial site.
Section of the Story Wall. Photographer: Peter Tasi

What is the Story Wall? The Story Wall consists of 10 raised bronze plaques mounted in
granite with narrative surrounded by individual sculpted-bronze frames. The frames provide an
artistic response to the 10 narratives, each consisting of thoughts drawn from Haley’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning book Roots, accompanied by text illuminating their meaning. The frame graphics,
rendered in bas refief, complement each narrative with poignant illustrations and symboals. *

Placement and context: The Story Wall is dramatic and accessible. Sitting low to the

ground, on Compromise Street along the City’s seawall, the 10 bronze markers beckon the visitor
to read and reflect upon their messages. At night, strategic lighting makes them the most visible
and compelling part of the Memorial site. Some million visitors see the Memorial and its Story
Wall each year.

Why a Story Wallz The Story Wall adjoins the Historic Annapolis harbor, where Haley’s
ancestor, Kunta Kinte, arrived in chains in 1767 and was sold into slavery. The Wall is dedicated
“to those nameless Africans, brought here to the New World against their will, who struggled
against terrible odds to maintain family, cufture, identity and, above all, hope.”

The Wall — as part of the Memorial — provides a place of beginning for African Americans who may
never know the place where their ancestors arrived to these shores.

Embraced by people of many colors, the Wall enjoys universal appeal beyond the Kinte-Haley
story. As Haley once said, the ancestors of most of us "came across that ocean on some ship...”
The Story Wall's messages are intended to touch a wide audience. They further Haley’s vision for
a society whase values are rooted in tolerance:

"It [s not enough that we learn to live together.
We must learn to respect and love each other.”
—Wiley Hall 3", Story Wall text

' The text was developed by Wiley Hall, 3", Executive Editor for the Afro-American Newspapers. The frame graphics were
developed by exhibition designer Peter Tasi and artist Patricia McHold.

Kunta Kinte-Alex Haley Foundation, [nc.






